
COMPLICATIONS OF 
CAPSULE 
ENDOSCOPY



CONTRAINDICATIONS

• Swallowing disorders

• Small-bowel obstruction

• Small-bowel stenosis



COMPLICATIONS

• Capsule retention

• Capsule aspiration

• Technical problems



CAPSULE RETENTION

• Delayed in digestive tract minimum 2 weeks(7 years)

• 2% (Medic 1%)

• Abd plain X-ray or CT scan

• Asymptomatic, sometimes signs of obstruction or perforation



RETENTION:  TREATMENT

• Medical treatment for IBD

• Endoscopic retrieval

• Surgery 



RETENTION: PREVENTION

• Check 

• Contraindications 

• Consent 

• Capsule patency 











CAPSULE BRONCHIAL ASPIRATION

• Rare 1/1000

• Older males without history of swallowing disorders

• Asymptomatic or respiratory failure

• Spontaneous return into digestive tract

• Rigid bronchoscope











CAUTION

• Prior abd surgery

• Diabetes 

• Cardiac pacemakers and implantable cardiac defibrillators



TECHNICAL PROBLEMS & LIMITATIONS

• Gaps in recording

• Short battery life 

• Inability to swallow capsule

• Delayed gastric emptying


